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Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation — Third Report — 
“Procedures for dealing with consequential amendments to delegated legislation 

following enactment of primary legislation” — Motion 
Resumed from 29 November 2017 on the following motion moved by Hon Robin Chapple — 

That the report be noted. 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: This report is quite an interesting one and I believe we had a good level of resolution. 
It is not a particularly controversial report, but to a large degree it saves departments having to continually provide 
us with explanatory memoranda signed off by relevant departmental heads when we are dealing with matters that 
come before us that relate to different departments. Quite often under the old system, we had to get explanatory 
memoranda signed by the relevant CEO before our committee. The committee’s recommendation was that we 
amend the Premier’s circular to incorporate an administrative arrangement between the committee and the 
Parliamentary Counsel’s Office, as we described in the report. We did so because the Premier’s circular was due 
for review. By way of an example of the problems we faced, the comment on the new road traffic legislation in 
2014 during the thirty-ninth Parliament was that the definitions of terms such as “roads”, “vehicles” and the like 
were included in over 60 sets of regulations administered by a range of agencies and had to be amended. 
References to the Road Traffic Act 1974 were changed to the newly in force collection of statutes. Under the usual 
procedures for delegated legislation, outlined in Premier’s Circular 2014/01, which is attached to appendix 1 of 
the report, over 60 explanatory memoranda would have had to be produced by various affected agencies, all signed 
by the relevant ministers and chief executive officers. 
The change we have sought is that, when we deal with one instrument that affects lots of other agencies, we would 
now accept a single explanatory memorandum as a way of resolving our issues in the committee. We received 
correspondence from the minister, which read — 

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON DELEGATED 
LEGISLATION REPORT NO. 3: PROCEDURES FOR DEALING WITH CONSEQUENTIAL 
AMENDMENTS TO DELEGATED LEGISLATION FOLLOWING ENACTMENT OF 
PRIMARY LEGISLATION 
Recommendation: The Committee recommends that the Government amend Premier’s Circular 2014/01 
to incorporate the administrative arrangement, between the Committee and Parliamentary Counsel’s 
Office, described in this report. 
Response: The Government fully supports the Committee’s recommendation. The Department of the 
Premier and Cabinet is currently reviewing all Premier’s Circulars. The review and replacement of 
Premier’s Circular 2014/01 is underway, in consultation with the Committee’s advisory board. 

We believe that what comes out of that review will resolve the problems we identified in our third report. 
Question put and passed. 
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